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July 1957. FAPA kiailing No.80O Harry verner f;; ?ﬁ; mdlfl‘;‘g‘ﬁ:ﬁ&;l";f‘
;oﬂager;?;hz’ 12;?0 UP?EIIN;;I‘&; has recently announced the curteilment of
SRS ot Luelzn the Third Programme to some five hours a
day. The rema.nder of the &r ¥ime is to
be devoted to a new program for other specialised minority interests....like ef
fandom? First use is a non-stop boll-Ty-ball comuentary on the Test lintches with
the West Indies. (Hote to ex~colonials: thes: ericket matches each logt five days,
7 hours per day. They had to introduce n» time limit some yesrs back. )

I've been meaning to send that fine article about the 'Silent Planet! {rilogy
to C.S.Levis, if you haven't done so. He's a Belfast man incidentally, though now
living in Oxford.

The Justice of the Peace & local Govermnment Review (I apologise for guoting ift,
but its circulation in FAPA is prebobly smell) reports an interesting legel cose
in Coleogne, & local tusincssman vho speciclises in emptying csesspools hos o
special truck for corrying avmy the odnri ferous....er, end product, ond being
anxiocus to increose his cliatele has emblazoned his phone number in huge letiers
on the sides of it, So far so good, but through some quitk of fote; or the action
of some ribald telephone enployee, his telephone mumber happms o be 4711. idc
hos been sued by 2 well known firmm for, as it were, bringing their business into
Bod Oder, I haven't seen the result yet, but it's an intercsting point, isa't it?
Con o mon equitably be prevented from advertising his own phone number?

h Y

Richord Engy It is not illegnl to send money into Great Britain, only fo send it

out, Do you think our Government is mod? Well, maybe they ore, tut
not thet way., We eonm chonge dollars into sterling at any bank with no questions
eslced,

Surcly the Jopronese were dickering about surrender before Hiroshima? Im fay otse
there were plenty of uninhabited places near Tokio vherc the bomb could have been
dropped 28 & lesson. :

Vo, I never did get that tape. who has it?

Gudle Coxr Yes, I sent you that Reporter. I thcught it wos 2 credit o Jmerien.
Keep your Sateveposts: they alvays mnke me fecl like joining the Com-
mmist Party., If y u think ignorance, stupidity. corruption and plutocricy nre
good cdvertisements B r your country 1 con nndersiznd wpur admiration fbr cCorthy;
personally, I think you're unamnericomn.
are you setiefied with the TaFF results now the election has been Hought on
your principles? The English fams vho subseribed to the Fund aren't.

Roy Schaffer Do you mean to say they still sepernte mothers ond bebies in youwr

motermnity hospitals? That went out here years ago, ond theytre
crozy for breast-feeding. Incidentally itis curious thot the Netionel Heclth
Sexviee here has in 12 yeors become so eccepted as natural snd right thot people
view wvith incredulity smerican tv plsys and films cbout people suffering becouse
thay eon't afford medical atiention, os they would the customs of some sovoge
tribe. One has to explain to children that the docter won't come unless you give
him money. Yes, the . is shocking.

LeeH Shew I dom't often care for your stuff whenm you're on one of your hobbyhorses,
_ but that mecount of the Shepard affair was one of the most utterly fag-

cinabting bits of reporting I've wer read. // Congratulations on your reply to GHC

“bout her accus ng Speer ofrprejudica. Well said., ss Atom  gtid of 2 lettor I
‘nee wrote to her, I feol like stonding behind her as she's reading it, hitting

her now and then on the head vith a brseball bat omd shouting "“See?!



Editor's Note: GliCarr's suggestion in the last mailing thet
non-Fapans shouldn't be allowed to have contributions in niPh
mailings was as new to me as it vas to LeeSh. Why ever not?
To heve the benefit of another fi ne famish mind in our dis-
cussions vithout having to 1un off a copy of our famzine for
hin, vhy we never hed it so goodl I had three pages of comn-
ents on the last mailing but one from Gemtle Ol' George Cherters,
but in deference to the feelings of lirs Carr on this subject,
I will omit the 2 poges of detailed end unrestrained praise
of Ganzine,

«hich leaves us vwith:

CHARTERS ACCOUNTING
BY GEORGE

WELL 300 The story of the Charge Of The Light Brigade film does not seem %o
correspond with the account given by the RD some time ogo. This is
very sarprising indeed.

& FAVZINE FOR HARRY wWANER 4 one-page fanzine? You can't DO this to us.

& FRVIZOTE FOR RICHAAD ENEY & tvo-poge fanzine, This is more like it, Foted
your trouble with ", " and guggest you just put in
a "qQ" every time it occurs.

BURBLINGS c/v.' ELURMURDHURTNGS 3So yom finally capitulated and bought & television
gset, I am gtill holding out, aided by nothing b
will-pover and lack of money.

CALEPHAIS I can't decide whether the typo on p.5 wes intentional or mot: ...did
you see the item in the paper recently about the new inerican can et
litterly fell to pieces on the rood..." Beautiful.

¥apBES0 Re the book SCIENTOLOGY: THE FUNDAGENTALS OF THOUGHT, does it teach
spelling?

SUNDAICE  Ln interesting zine-—mbut why do you waste s much space on that
alleged poetry? It is after all just a lot of words put togeiher vithout
much rhyre and almost no reason,

I PROTEST Tf you couldn't be bothered to send in material for a year or more and

couldn’t be bothered to see that it was definitely mailable, you ain't
got o Ik coming. and vhat mskes you think Clyde is better than Perdue? Liow Go you
know you're sane?

SUDDENTY IT'S 7000000 BC, With bigger-size paper, vetter drawings, well-voilien
materizl and good reproduction this would heve very nearly
been interesting.

PHANPASY PRESS vwith such an ancimt lineage, one would expect bet ter reproduciion,
lost of it wes unreadable. ind one page wested on a poenj a page of
Sanskrit would have been as good---maybe better.

G4SP  fwo big blank pages., Don't tell me that anything on the inside vould Imxt
the front ecver. NOTHING couwldmurt that eover!
ULHECTCRY OF FiiilQl George Charters here too, Goody, goody. But...an active fen?
st hig age?
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4t the end of our last thrilling instelment our two innceent neofen, Walter Willis
and James White, had just sent out their first fanzine....a little twelve-page
affair called Slant, hand printed on & junked machine...&nd were arxiously avaiting
developmenta,

The first one v@s a copy of Slant returned through the post, This was all right
though--it vas & copy I had meiled to myself to check that the moiling vould get
through in spite of its defying the postal regulations. I opened it and read it
through, trying to put myself in the mental attitude of & sitranger. I don't Xmow if
you ever do this, but anything I publish I can read over and over again frxom diff-
ering peoints of view: vhen I'm not pressed for time and when, 2s smetimes Whppens,
it'g something I like myself, I often rexd through the copies gping to vorious
people...Grennell's copy, Ken's copy, Russell's copy...seeing'each one afresh from
= different aspect, This time the gymthetic stranger thought Sl:mt'#l wan'tt too
ba-d.o

The first outside rezction was from the nearest Fnglish fon to wus, T.L.MocDonald
of Carlisle, the same one vho had been so mysteriously concerned with the non-print-
ing of the illusory BFL Directory of AngloFendom. It wasn't & comment though, or
even & letter, just & fev lines of verse in answer to some of mine 2bout the pron-
uneiation of van Vogh. For the first taste of egobvoo we had to wailt onother dny,
ond it came from one Raymond Bailey of Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire. His momcmtous
letter began:

"1 thoroughly enjoyed every word of Slant...the illustictions

were very good..." o
4s well as this heady stuff he sent scme stamps to help vdth production costs, so
there could be no doubt he meent it. Bailey has vonished from the fon scene these
nony yearsy but I hope he somehow sees this end reslises we're still groteful., For
doys afterverds we lived in & rosepink cloud.

»

During the next few veeks we got some ten other letters, 211 more or less &pprec-
ictive, They converted us from amateur publishers to fans. The writers were people
called Medeolf, Fears (who started "Dear Mr Wallis", enclosed 2 copy of Sciece
Fentosy News #1 and invited me to join the SFS, of which I wes olrendy © menber),
Gunn, Bell, Hillmen, Jackson, Welker, Kerr and Clarke. (larke was the 4i,Vincent
Clorke vho hed reported the Whitcon and vhose address appesred to be the source of
SIN (no editor was named), He vog obviously & serious thougtful type 2nd his 2+
p&g: letter wag much the best we get. If the present day Ving will forgive me, I'll
quote...

n We o

foar Walter, Many thanks for 'Slent' 1. It wes 2 complete
suprise {sic, Vind has always had trouble with that wordd,
and its printing rather shook me ofter heving been struggling
with the rudiments of duplieating, in helping to tam out

\N



SIN No.l, It must have taken you an awfully leng time to do,
but it certainly looks better than a mimeographed mag.

When we were discussing the possible name of SHN, I believe
'Slant' was mentioned as a possibility, tut ms we 2ll had nmmes
that were thought were goed, we settled on the progaic 'SEN' op
favouring no one, 'S's g-f-ish ring is probably due to tho *Sen!?
part,

»seWell, ag to general eTiticism, I like the laoyout, anmd the
wondeuts heven't come out at all badly--the cover's good, Tell
Jemes White to watch that tendency, in a lefthended persan, to
drow spaceships with their noses pointing right (left on the
copy)., Or am I wrong? If all cne needs is some plywood and o
razor blade I mugt see what I can do! I ‘seem to recognise the
illustration at the end of the story-~-Uranus eclipsing the Sun,
ig it not?

I like your sense of humour es exhibited in the Editoricl
end the bits of terse verse (or terse Epse verge), but would
“have preferred & serious treatment of the telekinesis thame.....:

cewsfell, as you will have gathered, I think youve put up 2
pretty good show for a nearly one-man effort—I shouldntt moke
it too much of a one-man show if you can help it however, md
pu~leege don't have too much facetious ecomment.

Good luck and grod reading,
A.Vineent Clarke,

He wag WronZ abdut JameB being lefthanded and we thought he was a little solem
to have taken seriously our pretended ignorance of 'Slon’, but it wes o vexy in-
telligent letter and we felt the future of the SFS was in safe hands.

But Ken Slater didn't seem quite so confident, This first issue of SFW had app-
arently come out just in time to avert an explosion from Germeny, wherc KFS had
‘been pacing up and down impatiently like an expectant fether. In OF6, dnted Decerib-
¢r 1948, he had rumbled:

"By the time this page gets out, I hope the SFS have produced
their first newssheet. It is intendad that this be sent out
every six weeks,..Bat; my friends, I am not running the Socicty,
and I hope you will all join me in chivvying, in & friendly
spirit, the committee when they seem to be, er, not showing any
action. Firgt issue of the News Sheet was due before Christmos
..».have you had it yet?"{ind on the back cover.} "To dete, I
have not had eny more news about our 1il' club,,.hope the Comn-
ittee haven't started to hibemzte..,someone down in the South
of England give em 3 mmdge for me pleage. !

However he can have had little fault to find with SIN itself. The editorial

said earnestly:

"It is intended that this mageazine shall provide o common meching

ground for all lovers of science, weird and fantastic litereture.

In it, 211 are invited to air their views, opinions, likes ond

dislikes, for it is 'our' magazine."
This wes followed by a long article by Ken Slater about the history of British fan
organisations and the 2ime of the SFS, and 3 pages of news and reviews, The némes
of the SFS Committee werc given 2s Pears (Secy.), Plumridge (Tressurer), Clarke,
Cley, Duncombe, Newnon eand Slater. In aeccordance with Ken Slater's draft constit-
ution, all commmnications to them zbout the Society from ordinery members were to
&0 to the Regional-Secretaries, whose addresses were listed.
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Shortly afterwards I heard from ry own Gaunleiter, one Peter Bell of Glasgow. He
ves "glad to see that welve got such a flourishing finz going in our group already.,"
I eagerly offered to help by printing amouncements and advertisements, tut heard
nothing further until early February, when Bell apologised for the delay, but he
had "been engeged in trying to form a fan group here in Glasgow." I hed 2 brief
nental picture of Peter wandering the streets of Glasgow rirging his bell and ace-
osting passers-by,

Spring brought 2 minor renaissence in British fon publii ing, There wes the first
issuc of WONIER, by Mike Teelby of Leicester, an SHY Bulletin comowundng & one-day
Convention in London at Eagtor, SEN?2 with six pagces of news end revicws including
the very first published egoboo for Slant ("an interesting little offoir') and the
news that Ted Tubd had replaced John Nevman on the SFS Comitteo, anothor Alembic,
an OF Trading Supplement cnd amothcr SEMinor acknowlodging the loon of o motary
duplicator from Ken Slater. Previcusly SFN had beon mun off on a flatbed.,,if the
vord "run" can ever be used in comnection with a flatbed., Just 2s & mattor of int-
crest, the current US fanzincs round about this time included licbscher's CHANTIC-
LEFR, Burbee's SHANGRT L'sFFaIRES, Sneary's GRIPES & GROANS and Ropp's SPACEWLRP.
I didn't sec any of these until much later of course...this list wos frem an N3F
leaflet, Eve Firestone had inducted meinto the organisation by cffering to pay my
Guos by wey of a subscription to Slant and sending me @n application fom. I was
tco busy essembling material for Slant 2 to pay much attention.

I wrote again to the "C.izlker" who had commented on Slant 1, now identifying
khim 2s the Cedric Walker who hod hed a good little story in OF. He hod offered o
send material, otherwise I wouldn't heve dared: at the time I weos doubtful sbout
the ethics of such matters In fact I had vwrititen to Mike Tealby for advicc...

“...what arc the ethica of this contd butor business? I meon do

you think other fanzine editors would think it 2 low cct if you

vrote to people whose work you admired in their zines and agked

them for a contriltution. Stealing authors? Would be glad to kmow

what you thipk,...Particularly interested in Nevman and Ridley."
Mike's reply w:g evasive...l think he was trying to hold onto his own outhors.

1 also wrote to Wilkie Conner of North Carclins, whose name hed becn given to me
by N3F Welcommittce member Zeda Mishler as a willing contributor, but =y mein hope
w2g Clive Jackson. His letter of comment om Slant 1, written on 9th Jomeory 1949,
hod read:

Deax w'ﬁter’This is just a brief notc in appreciation of your
brain-child, SLaNT, I'm not & fan of long standing or great ex-
perienceo; but I think your %ine is a praiseworthy effort. Thc
only fault that I con find with it, an unavoidable one, is thot
there isn't enongh of it, The part I liked best was "Telekinegis
and Buttered Toast'---did you write it, I wnder, or wes it sonc
cther lunatic?

from the siender cvidence of thia first paregraph I dedueed thot here wes o kind-
red spirit end eagerly took him up on his suggestior that he might sopply material,
Roving heard nothing further, I wrote again in Moy and got bock almost immediately
o brilliant little Bradbury pastiche called "The Still Smell Voice'!, vhich weg
subsequently to see republication in prozines, books csnd newspapers, I also got o
nice little story frem Wolker, who wes = much more solemn type ond abhorred my att-
empts at umour, but the approach to Conner hodn't been so reverding. He hed sent
me a article about trends in umerican sf which I thought was wordy md ixrite.
(There's nothing like getting type by hand to give you & raspect for brovity.) T



held on*o it until Slant 2 was finished and then pludced up the courcge to retum
it on the grounds that I hedn't been able to it ik in ond thet mywy most British
fong knew cpout mericin sf: I engeested somethiag about US fons end fon doings
would be morc accevtobls, Deceuse of the length ol time it took to produce cn issue
of Slent we were stuck with fictica for moss of the contents, but I still wonted
sone gosgipy stuff.

Another thing that worried e & lof sbout this time was @ solicited contribution
from Frank Ccoper of London, .vwhe 1an & bookeldp ana librery and had scme comection
with Nova Publicetions, and was therefore a person of awe-inspiring importmice.
This wos the time just ofter Fentasy Revisw hed published a tronslation of the mot-
oriocus article in the Russian Literaturmaya Cagyeta atlacking dmericon sciance
fiction, the reverboratiors of whish hiwe still net quite died devm. Everyone ass-
umed cnly toe readily that tlie Tassion arficle memn® that sf was proscribed in the
Sovict Union, tut I kmow this wesn'f sc. sccording to ashby's book . M4 Sciontist
in Soviet Rugsia" science fiction vas vexy popular in Russia ond “here was aven 3
spceial sectior of the Soviet Writiers' Fraceldinn deveted to it. But unfortunately
this vas 211 I knew. I tried to get firther information by writing to the Iritish-
Soviet Friendship Sceiety. *mt tucy nevoer replied. So I wrotc to Frenle Cooper, vho
had seemed to be the only pie-sovizt contiibuior e the disoussion in Fmtosy Re-
view, and invited him to sitate lis enage in Slaat, Unfe ~tunately his article didn't
seanm to me to bo up to ymch. I tried revriting it, bub when I'd finished e res-
ult bore so littlc resemblance to what Cooper hod written that I didn't doxre print
it. after 2 lot of memtal enouish T guiliilyv returned Cocper's article. After that
L took ecore to solicit material only from people I wes preity sure would core wp
with the sort of thing I wented.

By the 13th May 1949, Slant 2 wos nesrly finmished mmd I wrote to Vincant Clarke
agking him for the next SK moiling date. We hod to have gome twe vwoedis notice be-
comse it would teke that long to sat un and run off the last few peges vith nows
ond Potor Bell's SFS advertisenents and olher perishzble stuff. Clarke hod invitad
me to swad out Slomt with SIN amd X veus ecrdy too willing to save the posioge and
trouble: enyvey the list of SFS mambers publishcd in ST hadn't given cry addresses
s> I'd no choice,

By the end of May I'd received ne reply, so I wrobte @gain, inothor menth pessed.
In desperation I appealcl *to Frank Feara, He didn'it onswer eithor. I vos furious.
Here we were kicking our heels again for montha, just like last time. I vesntt
going to stemd fer it. On 7th July T wrete a rogistered letter to Clarke ond sont
copics to Fears and Plunridgi...

Dear Vincont
GG Eny suppose that sinee my lettsrs of the 13th end 3lat

Moy remein unanswered therc is very little point in writing to you
again, but I fecl I should give you o finel opportunity to reply.

If I den't hear from you by the 155a July I don't sec whot clse
I eam do but prirnt the oclused exmlanstion 2al send out Siont ¥o,
2 nyself,

I must say that this has been o great disappeintment to me. T
cculd understend it if you hed “heught dlent not worthy of SrS
a3 strimtion——-thougn I have 2lready told you that the second
issue is a2 cornsiderable lmpruovauwant

PS, .. stapped addressed envelope is enclosed.

Note the undertones of hurt pride and insecurity. The aweful Special wnnouncenent
ran os follows. (The first sentence refers to the note "Issued free to all menbers
of the British Science Fentasy Socicty.')

6



SPECILLL sMNQUNCEMENT
The reference on the contents page to the SFS is mo longer applic-
able, as far 2s Slant is ccncemed the SFS has apparently cecsed
to exist. Lettors to Vineent Clarke and Frank Fears over the lost
two menths have failed to elicit even the courtesy of m ccknow-
ledgement. sccerdingly, as I have boan unable to obtain oven o
list of SFS mcmbers, this issue of Slant is being sont out only
to people on my own mailing list and at my own explnse, 0.0 W.s
No.l. klicte the sidewcys swipe at John Gurm. I wos right in therc,
bitching, }

If ciroumstances remain unchanged future issues of Slent will
be distrituted in the same way, If the SFS has really folded we
will be happy to offer our facilities o other fanzine oditors
on & co-operative bagis by providing regular guarterly moilings
for their ovn productions. Qur present circulation is 24C.

This got results. Both Plumridge 2nd Clarke replied by retum of post. Plumridge
sent the list of SFS addresses and promised to refund our postoge an sending out
Slent separetely if we hodn't henrd from AVC by the 15th., He hingelf hadntt heard
from him in weeks znd thought he must be ill. He hoped the 'Special fumouncenent!
wuldn't be necessery,

Vince's letter was contrite and poignant, end enclosed a copy of the new SN, No.
5. There vms, surprisingly, a referencc to Slant in the editorial....Mfe are hoping
to inelude the sccond Slant with SEN4; walt ¥illig, editor of this printed fanzine
hag been ready to produce for some time, but not knowing when this SFN (which sets

tf:e date-line for the next) would appear, we hove not been able to contoet him
about it,”

The reasoning behind this explonation confused me somewhat, but Vince's letter

threw some light on it, even if it didn't meke it look any more logicel.
"The trouble has bewmn caused by the fact that up to the preaent,
the SPVews, wnd most active administration by the Committee hos
involved yours traly as the mogt active agent, ...Unfortunctely
»+»1f anything happens to me the whole business is kaput for o
time, {Fe went on to explain that he had been under the wenther
for a while.} I suppose the best thing would have been to hove
posted off same of the wark toc other fans with typewriters, but
I foolishly crodited myself with mere ancrey and spore time tho
I actuelly possessed, end thought I could manege it myself, a4t
the moment, I'm locking for ancther Job and ledgings ewsy from
home &these lodgings tnrned cut to be the famous Epicen‘crc),
which also complicates things.

»esed never dreamed that this SIV would tske so long to prep-~
are. I thought it would be cut at least five weeks ago, whon T
could have sent you the infomaticn,...If yeu would overlook my
Tudeness ond gend Slant along vhenever it's ready, It1l push it
out whether there is anything to accompany it or mot...,

48 you see from the enclosed, I haven't been sxtctly idling
my time sway, in spite of overything, I've duplicated 130 SFT3s,
150 new membership foxms, 100 odd copies of the }In“voduetion?,
170 SHWMiinors, all of which I stencilled, and have 2lso turmcd
out, with help, 50 of the "Hints on Staneilling" which were
stencilled rether badly by Ken Slater...Happy, carefree days!

I reflected mefully how rmich treuble would have been saved if sane of this encrgy
had been deveted to the writing of one posteard, but I wes le2ming, the hord wey,



that fandom has di fferent standards from the Civil Service. We set to and finished
off Slant (without the special announcement) and sent it out ourselves, with a
friendly postcard to Vince, Yes, I even kept wpies of postcards——didnit T vell
you 1 vas in the Civil Service? Look:

Iigex Jmcmt”mmks very much for your let ter, What 2 reliefl lies
efraid I was going to be left high and dry. You seem to have got
encugh to do at the moment so I'm sending out Slent myself. Hope
you likeit, 4m sending out @nother 160 to other pwple--~BIL
menbers, Americans etc. If yu like, let me have some of those
SFS brochureg and I'1l send them with it. You seem to have had

2 poor time of it lately--hope you're fe:ling better.

Ls you cem see, I was already beglmmirg to acquire the attitude of affectionate
tolerance vhich engbled me to rerain friends with those uwnreliable ik likenble
Londaners throughout the years.

Slant 2 hed 26 pagcs and a cover woodeut Yy James showing a helicopter déropping
fleres on & wrecked spaceslip, 8 scene from the Cedrie Walker story chosen because
it vms all sharp engles and highligats and had lots and lots of bladc. (In & wod-
aut, white is work.,) We innocently thought Walker wouldbe overcome ab 'ge téing the
cover”, end such a wonderful cover too, it he seemed to teke it quite calmly. 4s
well ag the Jackson and Walker stories there vas one W me with & highly complicated
plot relatd with such regerd for brevity as to amount to little more thon & synop-
pig, an allegedly mmourous story about how on underground railvey tTumnel through
the centre of the Earth foundered in a pool of Universal Solvent, @ guort short
ghost story (vhich ves later to have the rare distinction of being roprinted in a
US hectoed fanzine callcd THE PURPLE BRM), a colwm called The Prying Fem (on all-
usion to Merwin's The Frying Pan) and the editorial, None of these had ry nme on
them cxcept the long story (well, it must heve been 211 of 2500 words), which I
wos very proud of ot the time, Jdaving set it wp in type letter Xy letter I could
see cll the subtleties and profundities quite clearly, and wns guite distppointed
when readers complained it wos hard to follow. I read it just now and drmned if T
con mrke hand or teil of it myself, lowever it was & pretiy wonderful wognzine, we
thought at the time.

James and our original co-founder Dick Merritt, by then in Englond; hod been
rrither diseppointed in the response to Slant 1. . dozen letters scemed poor return
for six weaks spare time. However I'd been ploased that even twelve people hod
t“-l_(m the trouble to write, and since it wes obvious that Slmt 2 was severdl times
betéar thon Slont 1, we were happily confident that the response woudd be more
thn tvice os good. slag for the innocent hopes of neofens. Two wecks oftor the
m2iling I vas unburdening myself on Clive Jockson....

JMoybe you'll be surpriscd 2t my answering your latter (rceeived
today) so sozn, but den't fewl yurself rashed, It's just thed
I'm a)1 keyed up for writing long letters &ver since Slant want
out and haven't been given the opportunity. iLfter No.l went cut
there were about 2 dozen nice commentful letters like yeours from
various pecple and I expected tc get more this time, in the pro-
portion that Nc.2 was better thm No.l, But NO. Vic got about holf
o dogzen strodight off from people who ecomfessed to hoving recd
nothing ut the 'For Sale' nds and couldn't weit to get their
hands out, Two or three from dim tut well-meaming types o
"haren't had time to rend the mag yet' but were very groteful.
We were beginning to think that nobody would read it. Finelly
two letters from semi-illiteretes, or possibly elementexy school



children, als about the ads, tut saying als a few 111 chosen

words atout the meg,...nd that's all so far. Very disappointing.

But I suppose a lot of people are on hpolidey end enyvey I sent

nearly 2s m2ny to imerica as to Englend this time...
The US recipients were mainly picked at random from the N3F membership list, mnd
2]l the officers of that noble organisation.

It wsn’t @8 if there was nothing going on in British fandom &% the time. SKN3
had had a report Ly Plumridge on the 1949 Loncon, a one-day of fair thot ground on
right to 10,20 in the evening, Familiar names there included Gillings, Temple, AV
& 4C Clarke, Leurence Sandfield, Dophne B., Ted Tubb amd Derek Pickles. Ted Cam-
ell wos abaent, suffering from vaccine fever contrected as part of the preliminer-
ics for his visalt to the Cinvention later that yeax,

In July the first printed OF come out and I wrote Ken Slater 2 pagos of cnthus-
icgtic comment. Kon replied commenting on my comments but failing te refer to Slent,
This was a pettern that wes repected for quite a while, until I stopned commenting
on OF, Lt the time we suspected he was peeved at our having beaten him to the post
in the matter of printing (we didn't cansider Fentasy Review 2 fonzine) but prob-
2bly he just didn't cere much for Slamt, an idea that wes inemccivotle to ug at
that stoge. His published coments were usually to the effect thot it must mecn &
terrible lot of work and we were rather to be pitied: this used to armoy us quite
2 lot, becouse our sabeonscious agreed that we were mugs. Begides, Ken hnd his om
worries. 4% thig point he had spent £25 for 1000 cmpies and got in 20 subscriptions,

The gloom of the rest of July and part of wugust wag relieved by short but kind
letters from Mike Rosenblum and Ted Tubb, but thet was all. I wrote to llike Tealby
conmenting on Wonder 2, ready tc share our woes, it he replied diggustingly dieer-
flly that he had got rmch more corment on his second issue then on nis first. He
thought it might be because hu charged & subseription mte,

Bat on 11th iwgust the tide tumed, beciause on that day we got 2 letter from the
febulous Foryy Ackermans "Hello Walte--I set the brand new TWS aside to glance thru
Slont 2, got interested in reading the contents., "The Still Small Voico" is “Rey™
merkobly Bradiuiy esque (My Ghod, eight years and I set it up in typo, ond I've just
noticed that's 2 pun!)} and I'm sure my friend Ray would be crmscd to hwe & copy...”
In 1952 in Los sngeles Bradbury wos to tell me he'd got that copy ond camentad on
it, mt I never got his letter. Forry went on to otpress interest in the Velker
story also from the agenting point of view and asked for 2% copics of the magazine,
cffering a pramag per copy. He also sent a story of his own Hr us md o2id he was
csking his d ient EERvans to sond us one toc.

This was by for the most w nderful thing that had happened to us ond I wrote
post-haste to Jackaan and Walker with the great news. By this time I w.s corrying
on a clese eorrespondance with both of them and had inviteo tha over to visit us.
Hdgllfer':tpl-Hns fell through, mt Jackson cameover for a weck or gso toverds the end
of smpust,

 His vid t wos something of a disappointment. This was our very first neeting
with another fan and we'd been expecting tc much. We'd imocently ossned that
Jackson would sparkle continuously, likehe did im his letters, which werc vitty,
fluent ond sophisticated. Insteed he was quiet, almost letharmic. We liled him, it
conversobion after the first few hours was full of emberrassing lwlls. I hodn't
yoi realised that for bright conversatiom you need between four ond eight peaple.

There wes also the affair of the abortive asecent of the Cave Hill. This is &
nountein just outside Belfast, about 1100 feet high ond very stecp on one side. It's
e popular walk for Belfest people, at leagt those who live ax Jmmes's side of the
city-~-I'd climbed most of the prominemt mountzim in Ireland but never cven been on
this one. James, acting as guide, scomed the easy path and led us up the steep foce
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of the mountain, We soon found ourselves in a forest of fir treecs groviing ot an
acute angle from a wet end & impery slope, so that the only way yar could moke prO-
gress was in a series of desperate lunges from one trec to ancther, throwing your
ams around the trunk until you found a secure fecthold for the next lurch. By this
method we traversed badc and forth until we were sbout halfwoy up, ond then (live
went ell vhite and shivery emd sat down, clinging to a tree. We thought he wes prOb~
2bly scared, tut we didn't like to gppear to assume that, with him being in the RaF
and everything, so we all passed it off as 2 sick tum. I told Jmes the route was
too diffiedt for me anyway ond he agreed ha'd been foolish to try it in wet weather
ond we made our way dovn ogein shortly with, we hoped, our visitor's foce sawed. It
wes 0 trivial a1d silly affair tut I've felt ever since that it crented o lerrier
between ourselves end Clive, us thinking he might be emrmrassel or resentful, md
suspecting he thought that we thought he was 2 cowerd. It wuld have been better if
we'd been framk all raumd amd laughed it off——-after 211 there's nothing to be
ashmed of in being allergic to heights even if you are in the RLP--—Iut we were
younger 2nd less knowledgeable about people then and having once started on the
path of ingincerity we couldn't see any vy to get off it and clear the moiter up,
The subject was never mentioned again, .though for &ll I know Clive never gowe it
enother thought, ind I gtill haven't been up the Cawe Hill: the highest poini we now
toke visitors on the usual fan tour is the Tower of the Enchanted Daplicetoxr, on

& grogsy hill on my side of Belfast. Though even there we had twouble with the
ultra~urban Evelyn Smith and a stile...tat that's a long way ahead yet.

Clive's vigit was far from = total losg of course. We did have a lot of good
tolk, just rot as ruch as we'd foolishly been etpecting, and ax hisg lost night we
kicked aroundvarious plot ideas, ome of vhich wag The Swordsmen Of Vornis, which
probably holds some sort of record for mumber of subsequent pro republicstions,

-fter the visitor had left I resumed my fanze. Lrthur Rapp, then an N3P official,
hod started sending me Spacewarp: I wanted to go o gd ting it between izsies of
Slent, so I sent him a letter of comment, part of which he published, It was a very
poor letter; tut it was the first thing I ever had published in amther frmzine.
Having become an adheret of Roscoeism, the revelation of which was in the first
Speceworp I got, I asked for permission to reprint the Sacred Writings: and avciiled
myself of it a mere seven years later. .

Round azbout thig time Wonder 5 came ont, with protebly the mest hideous cover
g.rl ever seen on 2 fanzine, sven including Femizine, Theve was & story Ly Volker
nd an article in defence of the Shaver Mystexry by Ron Deacon. There wos also on
editorinl, viiich I read with mixed emotionms... "In & Jetter to this a2ddresa Wakter
«.W1llie said that he wag rather diseppointed in the response to the second issue
ol Slant. Whatever the reason, I'm glad to say that such is not the cage with Wond-
. 1S you read Slant, drop Walt a line now and again..." It was mice of Mike, but
I didn't went cherity especially from what even then I regarded as o cmdzine, tho
I probebly dldn't know the word then. This just alout completed my disillusionment
with British fandom ond accelerated ny tendency to turm towards édmericon fandom
wiich had been started by Forxy's letter and Spacewaxp., and by another great event
of thel month, & letter fxom Rick Sneary, alresdy e legendary figure to me from his
letters in promags. The one to me was & full two pages of interesting end sensible
omnmis: it wag the firgt real let ter of comment weld. got om that second issae
wich we'd thought so wonderful, end I was so grateful I mAade him our firsk life
subscriber. There was one thing, though, which I couldn't understend in lhis letter,
o slogin at the end. I asked him abowut it. "What is the purport," I enquired, "of
SOUTH GATE IN *5g7" i

Then; on 9th September 1949, came a let ter which stopped me writing off Paditish
fondom..,end indeed did as much to keep me iv fandom as any aingle thing, It wes 38
handvri tten pages from somebody called Bulmer, who was spparently now lving with



Vinee Clarke at 84 Irayton Park, Highbury, Levdon. Tt started off with some enthus-
lagtic praise of Slani, which wag meat 244 drink o us, with a possing recommendatiom
of an old mag called Zenith puvlished by ona Harry Turner, and them went on to
techniczlities...

I notice you usel an ordinary M. Frinting for the most of the
meg with 2 centre of Crecm Iaid and it looks like 'Kingsclene!
Cream VWiove for the cover. For the L, #. the imk mmat have been %oo
rmy, for she shows through., I'ry an S.C. ad see if you get better
results——although wn S.C. is hard oa type foce, '

We didn't understand a word cf thig--ve'd Just bewn asking for 'paper'--hat we
were immensely impressed and felt guiie proud of ourselves for using 21l thot
stuff he mentioned. after commenting on Szt in detail he went on to reke 2 brief
mention of hig own activities...

-

soel've started a aunll efford called "Nirvona", to be increased
later on--if enthusiaam amd money pernit—to a full size subscript-
ion mégazine.

end then referred bricfly to the enclosure, a story of his own called "Wishful
Thinking” vhich he ves submitting to Slant, Ve ran it i the next isguc with the
title chenged ta "Lost Wish” becouse ve hzdn't gpt emoush large letters far tw
long words like that. fny facility T have for thinking up titles cam be traced bad
«0 etrly training in coping with such eventualities, Ken finished up in o blage of
glory—for ug, that is:

If I do sec it in No.3 Slant I'1l Jmow it's in gecd compeny in the
best fnz im present cxistence...I orven't seen Operation Fantogt inm
its printed guise (cr even duped) tut I heer it's 2 flop...I gothor
you are in the trede~—the vhole atmospheroe of Slant recks of & pro-
fessional job...

Noturolly this unbomded wnthusiasm for cnv poas little breinchild gove ne a
decp affection for *his K Bulmer, ut it's 2 Tealing that a more adequate cequain-
fenceship vith him has not dimirished: mits the roverse., “hat hs seid mey hove
bean overly fulsome..we oven thougint so 8t the time,.outs it was nice of hin to s2y
it ond teke the trouble te give us sore mocurrgement, vhich he yust hove gucssad
¥e necded. «nd I like peopl, who eam show enthugiasm ond appreciation. Dquanimity
1s & fine virtue, ut as expressed throih the moile is herd to distingwish from
torpor. anyhow, T like to thirk that the zepard we ielt for Ken after this letter
wesn't just gratitude, tut o subconsrios & preciation of the kindness cnd sengib-
ility I was to find in him vaen e really sot 1o lmow ono anobher,

I replied 2t once, in a lettor I would quote if I could find the slightest trece
of interest in it, tut didn't herr sguin from K for a couple of months, lNeanvhile
I'd been looking for materinl fmm the V3F Mmmusceript Burcen mnd in Octoder three
Pieces arrived from Wrod Baliard, vho wag tunmung it ot the time. There wes a stoxy
by Wilkie Commer 2nd 2 poem by Ed Tudvig, wich I retumed at once, and & piece by
Bob Johnson (then publishing & fontostionlly ostentstious thing colled ORB) md
fis girl Sondy Chamoff, vhich I retumed to *nem for revision and never got trck.
L tried to explain my Fditoriol Palinay. ."I‘d like Slont to be a bit more sophist-
leated--it's hard ta avoid thc word highbrov——than most fin magazines, so I'm look~
ing for material that's owviginal, off the boztm track, T don't mind if it's obscure
Or evenr queer, ag long asg it's intelligent and different...The trouble is that the
~%ple I'm after don't re2d fanzines, amd don't think of writing for them, but I
bight get & few of tham iy time."

IN THE NEXT INSTHLIENT our sophisticated Hero bless his little ctton socks, gets
& typewriter, ecounters Chuck Harris, md h.s other wonderful rmd terrible things
h2gpen to him. Will he survive? 11



S0UND THE RO4R OF THE ROCKETS
Bill Verntle

Scund the roar of the thunder-shootin', high-falutin'
bagss note rockets

Let pe hear those great big decibels

I vent to hear them

I went & slim silver cylinder

Going up

1 wvont a pearly pointed pencil
Perched on & fiery pillar of het gases
Singing

That greet biz decibel bass note

and incadible-treble high

I wvent & big neoise
Going up
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jetwash dan wos & desp-space mon

with thimder in his tail

he gteered his course with good white horse
md fueled his ship with ke

QEHQEHW,

v+« « 4 o« Give me
The cleon white heat of a mwdiet backwash
4 colunn of flame to 1ide on

Give me

4 gnhere of star-gtrewn space
. pot-bellied plonet fore, aft
« metal bright moon, and

«n esberoid

Or '

Tvwa

I want to sing a thunder song, & hig bright thunder-song
Foaring
i hallelujeh from a big metel mouth
ln orchestre of slim silver cylinders that knows . -
the music; give me the rusic

I'i]l write the lyriecs.

ROLL CA4LL
Rory Faulikner
Alpbheratz, Llgol, aldebarzn, dntores, Sirius; Vegs, the long Roll cantinued
dnswered the Roll Call, one Y one: Throughout the Gelazy thnndered the
Goave an accounting for all of their charges ; . Call
"all's well with the planets surmunding Betelganse, Fomelhant, Repulus, Mira,
this sun," langhing Cepella, Polarig, ———-3017

Then came a 4 lence heart-breddingly poignant.
L1) thmwugh the Galaxy stars hished their mirth,
48 somirely, sadly, Sol gave his accounting:
12 "Dead by her own homd, my fairest one——--Ecaxth!!



